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Do You Know the Roles of NIOSH, OSHA, and the 
FDA Related to Respiratory Protection? 
 

 

 

Here is a quick overview: 

National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and 
Health NIOSH 

Conducts respirator research and testing, standards 
development, user guidance, and approves respirators. 

Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration 
(OSHA) 

Has Respiratory Protection Standard, 29 CFR 1910.134 for 
General Industry and Maritime by reference, 29 CFR 1926.103 
for Construction. OSHA is responsible for standard 
enforcement. 

Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 

Reviews surgical N95s or N95 filtering facepiece respirators 
intended to prevent specific diseases or infections. 

 
To learn more about the roles of NIOSH, OSHA, and the FDA, check out the NIOSH Science Blog at: 
https://blogs.cdc.gov/niosh-science-blog/2021/09/09/respirator_roles/. 

For additional information on the SMCX’s services, please visit the SMCX-hosted website at:  
https://www.smscx.org/. 
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